Jennifer Marie Minke
July 4, 1965 - October 27, 2025

Jennifer Marie Minke departed this world peacefully at home on October 27,
2025, surrounded by loved ones. Born on July 4, 1965, Jen’s life was a
testament to her creativity, kindness, and deeply felt connections to family and
friends.

Jen was raised in Cumberland, Maryland, where she attended Fort Hill High
School and graduated with the class of 1983. She once wrote about her
childhood: “My grandfather, Roy, had a dream and on 27 acres built a home
for himself, gave his two sons sites to build homes, and created a family
business from a large swimming pool, picnic grounds, a dance hall, and a few
other houses for family and close friends. The businesses were known as
Minke’s Pool and The Cottage Inn. My childhood was blessed. | was
surrounded by cousins and family friends... what brought us all together was
the land, the recreation, the sharing of food (and Old German beer), and deep
friendship.” Joy, community, and connection remained the foundation of Jen’s
life. She drew from this in everything she did—in her writing, her gardening,
her laughter, and the countless friendships she nurtured. She went on to study
at Towson State University where she immersed herself in her early interests
of music and writing, especially poetry. She had a deep appreciation for the
written word and a gift for literary expression.

Jen met Julia in 2001. They married in 2003 and settled in the Mt. Washington



neighborhood of Baltimore. Their son Quinn was born in 2009, and together
they embraced all of the ordinary and extraordinary joys of parenting. Family
was everything to Jen, and Quinn’s arrival brought her indescribable joy. In
Quinn she found a perfect focus for her nurturing instincts, and she provided a
steady, loving environment in which he could thrive. She loved sharing her
delights with him, including cooking, crabbing and the joy of picking crabs with
good friends.

A great lover of people, Jen forged lasting friendships wherever she went. She
had a rare gift for making others feel truly seen and valued, and countless
people were touched by her warmth, compassion, and her wicked sense of
humor. Her long career as a salesperson in the wine industry was a perfect fit.
When Jen stopped by to see people, their eyes would light up and often they
would exclaim, “Jen Minke!” She knew no match in her industry, and was
highly respected by both colleagues and competitors alike. Because of her
vocation, Jen knew every nook and cranny in Baltimore, especially where
good people, good food, and good drink were to be had. To be out with her,
whether for dinner, a quick drink, or a walk through Cylburn Arboretum, you
were in for something special. Even the simplest outing became an occasion,
made brighter by her laughter and light. It would often take a while to make
your way to your destination, because so many people would call out her
name for a hug, a smile, or a quick catch-up, always with introductions to new
friends along the way. She was warm, thoughtful, kind, and always thinking of
others. She remembered the little things about people’s lives, and she carried
those details gently and lovingly.

An avid gardener and devoted admirer of Cylburn Arboretum, Jen completed
the Master Gardener program there. She also delighted in working with her
friends at the Mt. Washington Community Garden, and created beauty
everywhere, both through her gardening and her gifts of live plants that she
shared with her friends. Her other great love was nurturing people through



food, and she found great joy and meaning as a volunteer with Love and
Cornbread, where she made deep connections with people in the Penn North
neighborhood of Baltimore. Jen’s life was one of quiet grace, humor, and
abundant love. Her memory will continue to bloom in every heart she touched,
in every story shared, and in every garden where her plants continue to grow.

She is survived by her brother and sister-in-law, Gary and Karen Minke, her
wife, Julia Pearson, and their son, Quinn Minke. She is predeceased by her
parents, Dorothy and Thomas Minke, her birth parents, Dorothy and Lewis
Linthicum, and her birth brother, Paul Linthicum.

Jen requested that donations be made in her memory to Cylburn Arboretum in
Baltimore.
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Julia, Quinn and family

I am sorry for your loss. Keeping all of you in my thoughts and
prayers.

May you find comfort and strength amongst family and friends
during this difficult time. May memories

Offer Solace.

May her memory be a blessing.

As you celebrate a life well lived and well loved may you know that
as we honor her spirit, she is with you every you go as she will live
within your heart. Stars that twinkle at night will know you are
watching.

Julia so grateful to o have friendship across the miles and the
decades. Sending much peace and strength to help you navigate
the journey of grief.

Sharing photos from this morning. The rise of the sun and the spirit
may help those of us who are left behind

Alicia Bjornson - November 13, 2025 at 12:09 PM



The first time | met Jen was in the early 90’s. She was behind the
bar of an upscale restaurant called Pier 500 down at the harbor.

She was wearing a crisp white shirt and a black bowtie. | couldn’t
help but notice her natural beauty, mellifluous voice and grounded
presence. She belonged to a wonderful group of women friends and
| became lucky enough to call her my friend. She was funny, kind,
and always there if someone needed her. There are lots of
wonderful memories from our friendship that | will hold even closer
to my heart now. The world has lost a good soul and a beautiful

person.

Susan Laugen - November 12, 2025 at 10:41 PM

I knew Jen from the Diamond lake and Quinn and one of my most
good friend Maryann and Fred and Grandmother. What great
people . Can’t forget Carolyn and Marcus . Good times over and
over so many times. She always had a smile especially coming to
Michigan . Julie | know you’ll miss her . My prayers for you both.
And Quinn. JL W JJ\ My family talks about that place and | miss

your Mom. & 4 Cxx A

janicegoossens - November 12, 2025 at 06:57 PM



So sad reading this obituary. | knew Jennifer as a young girl. Matter
of fact, she was flower girl in my wedding. That’s how | remember
her. | also worked at Minke’s swimming pool in the basket room and
enjoyed many of the meals that Mary and Roy Provided for the
workers at the pool. | had my wedding reception at the end on the
premises. It was always a treat for my family to go out to the pool
most every day.

My grandmother and Jens grandmother were sisters.

Hugs and prayers to you and the family. God bless.

Suzanne Sell Marsh

Suzanne Sell Marsh - November 12, 2025 at 06:42 PM



